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- Fleas or flea dirt on  the animal 
- Positive skin test or ELISA test  for fleas
- Seasonality

Elimination of fleas

PRURITUS

Flea Allergy Dermatitis Algorithm

- Antibacterial shampoos/lotions
- Systemic antibiotics and/or 
   antimycotics

In case of failure, in spite of accurate flea treatment, consider other differential diagnoses such as food allergy, atopic dermatitis, epitheliotropic lymphoma 

- Systemic corticosteroids 
  for 4-7 days 
- Topical steroids

- 0ral or topical flea control 
   every 3-4 weeks
- Treat all animals in the household 
- Give IGR in the environment 
   at least once

- Pruritus in other 
  dogs and/or owners

Strict oral 
flea control if 
shampoo is 
used

- Gastroenteric problems
- Otitis

Consider food and/or 
atopic dermatitis

Consider sarcoptic mange

Relief of pruritus

- Skin scraping
- Serological tests
- Parasiticides

Identification and treatment 
of secondary infections

Consider flea 
infestation and/or 
flea allergy

- Hypoallergenic diet trial
- Allergy testing for atopic 
  dermatitis Negative results Negative results

Pinnae, elbows, 
lateral aspects 
of all limbs and 
ventral regions

Muzzle, paws, 
medial aspects 
of all limbs, 
ventral areas

Caudal aspects of the 
body, dorsolumbar 
area, perineum and 
inner thighs


